HOW THE COVID-19 CHANGED IESP de AMES

[bookmark: _GoBack]The IESP de Ames has changed a lot due to Covid-19. All this transformation began on the 1st  September 2020 when the educative authorities ordered that there had to be a distance of 1,5 metres between each student. That meant that classes were going to have less students and it was necessary to find bigger and additional spaces so that students could have normal class. That meant a nightmare because there were 740 students and 37 normal classes, most of them small and only four were very big. On that moment all the members of the ruling staff bacame nearly crazy because it seemed impossible to achieve the purpose of the educative authorities. So everybody began to think and decided that it was essential to create new spaces. The first decission was to use the library, the SUM, the salón  de actos and the technology talleres as classes. In some of them there was no adequate infrastructure to give a class. Luckily we had a lot of technological resources that could be used and the same happened with desks and chairs. After that they had to put all the desks at the distance required in every single class and to help students to keep that distance all the time it was decided that there was going to be a white and red sticker on the floor marking the right position of the desk. After  that it was necessary to empty the spaces that would be used as classes. For that task many teachers, who were on holidays, came to the high school to help the ruling staff. It must be said that most members of the teaching staff offered themselves to help in the transformation of tve high school. The next step was to make the SUM adequate for classes. At first, as it was very difficult to accommodate all the students, it was thought that there would be three classes. To do that it was divided in three parts using some spare material from the PE department and them those divisions were covered with a green plastic. As there were only desks for one class it was decided that on the others there would be chairs with a tiny table. Those two classes would be used for optative subjects. The next step was that most teachers did not like the idea of sharing that space so the head of studies had to reorganize the schedules so that the PE teachers could have a gym for their classes. It must be said that  the council made this task easy because they leant the hugh school a new gym they had recently made. Another difficult aspect was to modify some schedules so that the bigger classes were free when the bac groups had an optative  with 30 students. But in the end everything was fixed and just one group had class in the SUM. It was also compulsory to create the Covid space. It was decided that the best place was in one  corner of the Sala de Xuntas because it had two windows and it could be separated from the rest of the space  with three white wardrobes that were bought and that could also be used  to keep different material.As students had to keep the distance when coming into the building it was decided that there would be seven different entrances. That meant the opening of the emergency doors that had been closed until that moment. It was also decided that on each door would be a teacher since 8:30 until the bell rang to surveil students because it was also decided that they could come in  as soon as they got the school in order to avoid crowds. Another decission was to forbid to park inside the school because the playground was divided in two parts. The front part and the side next to the primary school was for 4th, bac and basic fp students and the back and the car park side was for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd year students.All the doors and windows had to be opened all the time so students could not use the lockers they had paid for. That meant that they had to take home and to the break all their material in their bags. Another change was the working hours of the cleaning staff. Some of them had to come in the morning.
The cleaning staff was necessary in the morning because the health authorities had ordered that toilets and corridors had to be cleaned after every break and hygiene should be kept throughout the whole morning. That is why since the beginning of the school year one cleaner begins at 8:00 and the other begins at 10:00. They try to keep the high school clean while students are in class.
Another important change was that in the Computer Classes students could not share computers so it was necessary to change the disposition of the computers and that meant a huge moving of wires and many other technical stuff. In the end only 21 students could go into each class and that made that some students could not have TIC as their subject. Just those who had applied first could choose that subject.
As the entrances were changed, the same happened with the exits. Due to Covid-19 students from 1st, 2nd and 3rd finished their classes at 14:20 and the rest of the courses at 14:30 in order to avoid crowds.
In order to protect staffs who work in the office and in the reception, some methacrylate screens were put at the front of their windows, so that they do not have direct contact with people.
Covid-19 has also put an end to the coming of people from outside without a date. The pandemic has forced parents and visitors to make an appointment if they want to have an interview with a teacher or if they want to talk with the headmaster or any other member of the ruling staff. Besides, most of these appointments are through mail or by phone.
Another change the high school suffered was in the canteen. It is used in the first break by the students from 1st, 2nd and 3rd and in the second break by the rest of the courses. At the same time students come in through one door and go out through a different one because once you have made your purchase you must leave the canteen. 
The pandemic has also brought a new rule that is that students must not eat or drink inside the building and in the breaks, except when it rains a lot, students must be outside in the playground.
Corridors have been divided in two and there are arrows on the floor indicating the way in which we have to circulate so that we do not bump into another person. Students must not wait for the beginning of the class in the corridors. They have to be inside the class trying to keep the distance, which in some classes it is difficult to achieve.
It must also be mentioned that the drawing and music classes have been transformed into normal classes. To do that the members of those departments had a lot of work in September because they had to empty those spaces and they had many things, including a piano and some other instruments.
It must be said that most changes have come to remain; at least that is what is thought after seeing the instructions for the following school year.
